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Cumberland, Maine

October 5, 2015
Chief Daniel Small
Cumberland Fire Department
366 Tuttle Road
Cumberland Center, ME 04021-3627
Dear Chief Small and Members of the Cumberland Fire
Department:
I am writing to offer my congratulations to the
Cumberland Fire Department for 100 years of service to the
Cumberland community.
Your unwavering dedication and commitment to
protecting Cumberland residents and their property are to
be commended. The Cumberland Fire Department has
played a vital role in the community for a century, and I am
delighted to join the Town of Cumberland and your fellow
firefighting communities in applauding this important
milestone.
Congratulations again, and best wishes as you
continue to serve and protect a wonderful community for
many years to come.
Sincerely,
I

SMC:kn

Susan M. Collins
United States Senator
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CHIEF'S LETTER
As Chief it is my true honor to be a part of the Cumberland Fire Department as
we celebrate our 100 year anniversary. The men and women of this department have
tirelessly provided a level of service that our community has come to expect, and
rightfully so. This book explains what many are not aware of regarding the behind the scene efforts that
have been occurring since the year 1915. Hand drawn hose reel carts with 500 feet of 2 Yi inch hose and
no water tank to today's fire engines with up to 2,000 gallons of water and over 2,000 feet of hose, our
ability to perform life-saving and property conservation is much more successful. A station wagon used
as an ambulance that was not equipped or designed for the safe and efficient operations of our crew to
today's mobile medical unit on wheels, our licensed medical providers deliver an unparalleled delivery of
care.
Our community has seen a tremendous amount of growth in our population as well as
infrastructure changes over the course of a century. We have maintained a readiness to respond to
incidents that may occur as a result of these changes. Two Interstate highways, petroleum pipelines, high
voltage electrical transmission lines, large educational and commercial buildings, residential subdivisions
and the list continues on. We are prepared!
This anniversary book explains many of the changes that have occurred since we initiated
emergency responses. While we have added full-time staff due to a call volume that continues to increase
each year, the department continues to have volunteers that are highly trained to respond to emergencies
from their jobs and personal life. Citizens are welcomed and encouraged to become a part of the
experience of helping others in their times of need. It is an immeasurable feeling to know that you made
a positive difference in someone else's life.
I am proud to belong to such an outstanding community organization. Regardless of the type of
emergency, time of day, types of weather, weekends and holidays we will always respond to mitigate
whatever the problem may be. Please enjoy this book and the reflection of services over the last 100
years.

Daniel R. Sman Chief
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ACI<NOWLEDGEMENT
As we began talking about how this book celebrating the
Anniversary of the Cumberland Fire Department would
look upon completion, the conversations led to the desire to find
pictures that would help tell the story. And we discovered that
indeed there were lots and lots of pictures - from private
collections to photos hanging in Central Station and at the
Cumberland Historical Society. Boxes and boxes of pictures!
1OQ1h

We had wonderful memories dating back to 1907 written
by Fire Chief Ken Chase in 1978 as well as those of Fire Chief
Harold "Cap" Bragg that he told to Donna L. Miller which
appeared in the book "Cumberland Maine in Four Centuries" in
1976. These memories became the foundation on which we
began this collection.

Editors
Leigh Fulda
Linda Fulda
Carolyn Small

Contributors
Cumberland Fire
Department
Cumberland Historical

It became clear that we needed the help from long-time
Society
members of the Fire Department so with envelopes and
envelopes of pictures we asked if we could bring them to the
station and perhaps members could identify the pictures of old trucks, fire scenes, training sites, and people.
That morning brought a gathering of many from those who were retired to young members as they started
talking about "remember when" or "I didn't know that".
As we researched more and tossed ideas around, this became a labor of love for those of us who
worked on this collection. The dedication and determination of all our first responders who have freely
given so much of their time and energy over these past 100 years in keeping the Town of Cumberland and
its residents safe is inspiring. Just saying "The Cumberland Fire Department" brings a smile to us all.
To those who shared their memories, donated pictures, provided insight and advice, who
researched and wrote, and supported this project, a big thank you! We could not have done this without
you!

I
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INTRODUCTION
There is some confusion, as will be noted in the various histories included in this anniversary book,
of the actual beginnings of the Cumberland Fire Department. One might presume that finding the facts
would be a simple task. Not so. Before Lester Bragg was appointed , there were Fire Wardens, and some
regional hose companies in the town , but no Chief and no fire department. In
researching the Bragg family records , the Town of Cumberland Town Reports, the
Phyllis Sweetser book, Cumberland, Maine: A Town in Four Centuries, and newspaper
reports , just about any date could be chosen. The committee for the department's 1001h
anniversary celebration opted for the date of the completion of Lester B. Bragg 's first
full year as Chief. That would have been fiscal year 1914-1915. The Town fathers at
that time felt that Lester Bragg was an appropriate selection as he had been a Portland
fireman , assigned to the India Street Fire Station . That building still stands, now as a
law office. Looking at the architecture of the building , it is obvious to the viewer that the Lester Bragg
build ing was definitely a fire station .
Though the position was now in place, Chief Bragg did not have an officially organized department
to lead at that time. Fires were, in those days, fought by whoever was willing and able to show up to the
occasion . Chief Bragg would be the organizer of those who did arrive on the scene. In 1928, several years
after the position of Fire Chief was established , a group of volunteers collaborated and formed an approved
fire department of the town. Later on, Emergency Medical Services was added to the department and has
been an important and active part ever since.
Some noteworthy and unique Cumberland Fire Department facts and trivia crop up through the
years . Lester's two sons, Edward N. (Ned) Bragg and Harold N. (Cap) Bragg , followed their father's
footsteps (fire boots?) and were appointed Fire Chiefs for Cumberland . There are several other family
connections in the Cumberland Fire Department as well . Kenneth Chase served as Chief as did his son ,
Philip. Then there is the three generational Chief position with Maurice Small , his son George, and George's
son, Dan all having served as Chiefs. Dan currently serves in that position . There were and are other fam ily
members in the department who have served together. We have fathers and sons, fathers and daughters,
brothers and sisters, aunts, uncles , nephews, nieces , cousins, and grandfathers who have served side by
side with dedication in the Cumberland Fire Department.
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CUMBERLAND
FIRE
DEPARTMENT
MISSION
STATEMENT

This shall first be accomplished with a strong relationship between the department, the community,
and local government. An effective fire prevention program will enable us to educate the citizens on how
to prevent and then deal with emergency situations. This interactive program, combined with financial
support from local government and community-based fundraisers will allow us to deal with these
occurrences.
The officers and firefighters of the Cumberland Fire Department shall stay current with the new
changes in education, information, procedures, and technologies that will enable us to handle emergency
situations most effectively. Our extensive training program assures that firefighters are prepared for
situations that may arise.
The department shall also retain a good working relationship with the fire department of
neighboring communities. This allows reciprocating assistance in the form of equipment resources and
mutual aid coverage in times of need.
It is our promise that we will serve our community with honor, and the highest level of
professionalism possible at all times. It is the department's job to provide the best fire education , fire
protection and emergency services, for the town of Cumberland
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THE CHIEFS
Lester B. Bragg
Cumberland's First Chief
1915-1921

Gilbert Strout

1921-1929

Harold M . Bragg
1942-1966

Carroll B. Lewis
1929-1930
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E dward Bragg
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Maurice W. Small
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Kenneth C. Wagner
1982-1990

George B. Small
1990-1992
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William I. Fischer
1992-1999

Daniel R. Small
1999-Present
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EARLY DAYS OF THE
CUMBERLAND FIRE
DEPARTMENT
As written by Kenneth W. Chase
Fire Chief, 1936 - 1942
October 18, 1978

The first fire that I remember was when I was about five years old (about 1907).
I woke up in the night with the church bell ringing and it was as light as day. It was the building where the
library now stands (Prince Memorial - 264
Main Street). The fire started by putting hot
ashes in wooden barrels.

I've never

forgotten that.

The next fire that I remember was the saw mill which was
located in back of what is now Chandler's house at 40
Blanchard Road. I remember seeing the black smoke rolling up, my father grabbed the 2 Y:z gallon soda
and acid fire extinguisher, always kept in the front hall and started for the fire. A few extinguishers and
water pails were all they had for fighting fire then, and those were only any good for putting out fires started
on roofs of other buildings. All that could be done then was wet down other roofs by putting wet blankets
on them and keeping them wet with pails of water from wells or any nearby sources of water. All shingles
in those days were made of woods and, BOY would they fly around all afire and set other fires.
The first attempt at fire equipment was a 50 gallon soda and acid tank mounted on two wheels,
bought by some of the citizens of the town, J.L. Dunn, Fred Sweetser, E.B. Osgood, A.S. Chase, George
Blanchard, Harvey Blanchard, Lester Bragg, to mention a few. This piece of equipment was kept in my
father's barn (A. S. Chase, 285 Main Street) as he was a florist and his barn was kept warm. I can remember
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of only once that this piece of equipment was of much use, and as I think of it now, it may have saved the
whole center community. J.L. Dunn had a gasoline engine in a back room of his store (277 Main Street) to
hoist grain to the upper floor from where it came down thru ducts to fill grain bags. At that time gasoline
engines were not too reliable, and on this particular day it didn't start. After many attempts it backfired and
set the gasoline and oil afire that was around the engine. They ran to my father's barn only a short distance
away, hauled out the 50 gallon extinguisher and through a window in the room put out the fire, otherwise
the whole building would no doubt have burned , and with no other fire equipment the whole community
could have burned . The only other place I remember of that extinguisher being used was at the early home
of Phyllis Sweetser (134 Tuttle Road). It was towed to the fire by a telephone truck which happened to be
at the telephone office, at that time one of the few automobiles around at that time. The wheels on the fire
equipment were mounted narrow to go thru house doors, and being towed fairly fast, it rolled over from side
to side. About all it did after getting to the fire was wet down the roof of a nearby shed and barn . After that
the wheels were widened out by Fred Adams, the blacksmith. I think the end of that first piece of fire
equipment came in the fire of my father's greenhouse.
The next piece of fire equipment was bought by the town , a Model T Ford, with two chemical tanks,
hose, short ladders, axes, crowbar, etc. Lester Bragg, who had been a member of the Portland Fire Dept.
was Chief and the equipment kept in his barn (now Wayne Merrill's at 279 Main Street). One tank could
be recharged while the other one was being used. Don't remember any fires where it was used except
chimney fires, other than at Marston - Sweetser's buildings, where the Wilson School now stands. I believe
they had that fire most out and ran out of chemicals. I used to mow the lawn at this house when Clara
Sweetser owned it. One day I saw a big fire at the railway station, rather than leave the lawn and go to the
fire, I ran all the way finished the lawn, then went to the fire on my bicycle. It was the store and grain mill
where Humphrey's grain storage now stands on the east side of the tracks. Needless to say, it burned flat.
After Mr. Bragg's death the fire equipment was kept in a metal garage at the end of the horse sheds
at the Congregational Church. During the winter it was frozen up most of the time.
About 1929 a group of the townsmen met and decided to form a Volunteer Fire Dep't. Ned Bragg
was Chief, I was assistant chief. Some of the others were Cap Bragg , Howard Blanchard, Herm Sweetser,
Walter Barter, George Burgess, Guy Burnell, Pat Ross, Gerald Dackard , Gus Doane, Dud Merrill, Ed Merrill,
Ernest Rand, Sam Porter, Lee White, and several others. The first piece of fire equipment that we had as
a Volunteer Fire Dep't was a Model A Ford on which we had mounted by the Portland Co. some equipment
bought from the City of Portland when they abandoned a piece of equipment at Munjoy Hill. The ladders
were too long and too heavy to use but we did use the two chemical tanks (on which we always skinned
our knuckles when used), some chemical hose, hose basket, axes, etc. We also purchased a two cylinder
two cycle portable pump made by Evenrude, which really has several dwellings to its credit. It was very
hard to get started at times being of the two cycle type with oil in the gas and with rope pull. Nothing more
nerve wracking that to have all equipment set up with man at nozzle and flames going higher and higher in
the air and the damned pump won't start, and it always seemed that it never would get going .
I remember the fire at Harvey Lovell's farm in North Yarmouth, we were having a men's club
meeting at the church vestry when the alarm came in , it was in winter and snowing hard, near the fire the
road was blocked with cows that had been turned out of the barn. We took the portable pump across the
field where they said we could find a brook, snow waist deep, and dark, after tumbling down a snow bank
and getting pump, hose, gas tank and us all tangled up we finally got sorted out and got things going, saving
the house.

8

Fire at Chebeague old coal storage on the stone wharf. We were called to put out a fire in the coal
shed that had been burning for some time. We took the portable pump and some hose, arranged for the
Nellie G steam boat to take us over from Falmouth. We sat up on the float near the coal shed and pumped
around four hours, lowering the ocean about five feet! But put out the fire. After that we were hungry, so
they took us over to the store around midnight, got the keeps up and we had some crackers and cheese,
but forgot the boat captain. When we got back he had let the fire go out in his boiler and had gone to bed.
He wasn't too pleased about the deal but got up and started a fire in the boiler, got up steam and we headed
for Falmouth with fire coming about five feet out of the smoke stack.
Up to this time our only Fire Alarm was for the telephone operator to give us a series of short rings
on the telephone to attract our attention, then tell us where the fire was. One night we got a call for a fire
at the Nutting House, no one knew where it was as the operator, Hattie Merrill knew where it was by the
name she had known it by as a girl. It turned out to
be the last house on the right before getting to the
Railroad Station.
At one time Cap Bragg lived at 283 Main
Street. Lee White lived upstairs in the store at 277
Main Street and I was at 258 Main Street. Lee had
no telephone but Cap would get up and dress, then
run upstairs at the store and wake Lee up and they
would run thru the alley (from store to fire house) and
we'd all get there about the same time. I could never
figure out how Lee did it, unless he slept with his clothes on.
About this time we added the siren to our system (around 1932). It was wired over to the telephone
office (now Wayne Merrill's) and a push button mounted on the wall near the operator and operated by her.
Janet Bragg was also an operator at that time, and has put in faithful service since.
About 1936 we had our first REAL fire truck, a Ford V-8 with built in pump, booster tank, ladders,
etc., also a new four cylinder Pacific portable pump that started by crank and no oil in the gas to foul up the
plugs. It did start much better than the old rope pull Evenrude. With this pump we saved several buildings.
This truck was assembled by Mccann of Scarborough, an old fire equipment concern . The old truck went
to Chebeague Island for their fire department.
The miniature water system in town with a 4 inch main and 2 Y:z inch hydrants was really the means
of saving many buildings. The source of supply was an artesian well and springs on a hill near the Memorial
Highway in North Yarmouth.
During the big fire in Auburn we went up and was the only stand by truck in Central Fire Station.
Fortunately we were not called out. An alarm did come in but it was for Lewiston.
At the Albert Sweetser house (270 Tuttle Road) we saved the house by pumping from a water hole,
now on Maurice Small's property. It was in the winter and we had to cut a hole thru the ice. We got more
mud than water, but did save the house but lost the barn.
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On one Christmas Ken Blanchard's barn burner
(70 Blanchard Rd, now Bill Garsoe's) and on New
Year's Sam Porter's barn burned (now Guy Burnell's at
190 Main St.). We saved the house at both places. We
found later that they both had been set by two boys.
We could always depend on a chimney fire at
Fred Robinson's on Thanksgiving Day.
We went to a house fire one night on the Gray Road in North Yarmouth, it was 22 below zero and
some cold riding on that open fire engine. In fact it was so cold we couldn't even turn the portable pump
over, to say nothing of starting it.
At the Humphrey fire on the Harris Road, I knew we didn't have hose enough to go up from the
brook by the road so cut up across the field. It was dark and I soon found out that we were in the middle
of a field of oats. We didn't save the house and I guess the man that owned the oats wasn't too pleased
with us. It took two weeks to get all the oats out of the radiator on the fire truck.
In the winter we carried a toboggan on the truck to carry the portable pump to brooks.
We used to get gas at Gus Deane's garage, and one time, just before getting back to the fire station
I heard a click and looked around just in time to see the last coupling of 2500 feet of hose go out the back
of the truck. That half mile of 1 % inch hose back there in the middle of the road was a sorry sight. I don't
remember who was with me, but about everyone we knew came along while we were putting it back on
and thought it a great joke.
We were called to a fire at the Pownal Railway Station, and one of the structures on fire was the
water tower. We ran water out of the tower into a tub then pumped it back onto the tank with the portable
pump extinguishing the fire.
A house at Dunn's Depot was saved by
pumping out of the Royal River.
The ONE fire that the old timers will
remember was the shop and greenhouse of
Arno S. Chase. The shop sat where Phil
Chase's garage is now and the greenhouse
filled the space between his garage and the
present fire station. On March 1, 1933 about 7
o'clock in the evening the shop was discovered in flames. We had always planned that in case of a bad
fire at the center we would pump from a large cistern at the greenhouse, and here was our first big fire right
on top of the cistern. We connected the
portable pump to the miniature hydrant in
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front of where the Merrill Memorial Monument now stands
and went to work on the fire. Yarmouth , Falmouth , and I
think Gray were called in. The water from the hydrant kept
his house from burning, also the apartment house now
owned by Phil Chase, although the curtains inside the
windows were brown from the heat and the glass cracked.
The paint was blistered and the building badly charred.
The telephone office (where Wayne Merrill now lives - 279
Main Street) caught fire several times as well as other
buildings including the store and Post Office but were put out by neighboring firemen. The telephone
operators remained on duty through it all. It was a close call for the Center Community that night. But for
the miniature water system I think it would have gone.
One day going over the Middle Road I saw Mr. Storey's roof on fire. I went in the house and found
him asleep right under the fire. After waking him we hooked up the garden hose and kept the fire under
control until the fire department got there.
In those days we had no radio communication, each man knew what he was supposed to do and
had to be in his place at the right time. Pump man, hose man, nozzle man, and it's surprising how well it
usually worked. Cap Bragg was usually on the nozzle, and it's surprising home many doors he burned up
using them for a shield from the fire while he played water around the other side.
We had a fire one night on Morrison's Hill, a truck loaded with
explosive gas. We didn't know whether we would be blown sky high
or not before we got the fire out, but nothing happened.
On the east side of the fire house there was an alley that ran from
there to the store. One day the road department was heating tar there
it exploded all over the end of the fire house, setting it on fire. Without
even moving the fire truck, we ran hose out of the door and put out the
fire.
I used to lay my clothes on the bath tub at night so as to get them on quick in case of a fire. One
night of a fire I tried to get my union suit on and it didn't want to go; I pushed one leg right out, then I
discovered that Phil (about 10 years old) had left his on the tub too, and I'd gotten his. He was quite
surprised when he tried to dress to only have one leg.
One of the older fires before we had any fire equipment, was the Thome's house at what is now 43
Blanchard Road. A very large set of buildings with a long ell, a real mansion. A fire started in the ell around
the chimney, a pail of water right then would have put it out, but with no fire department and no fire
equipment, the fire spread through the ell and the main house burning it flat. It took so long for the fire to
get to the main house they had time to take out the doors, banisters, some windows, and other things as
well as all the furniture. The present house that sits there has those doors and other parts built into it. The
present fire department could have saved the whole thing.
We were having Men's Club Ladies Night at the church vestry one night when an alarm came in
for a fire at E.B. Osgood's (217 Main Street). The barn was all afire but we saved the house. This was
another place the miniature hydrants paid off. Back at the supper the caterer came out with fried clams to
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put on the table, only to find a few women waiting. At various times we saved four houses in Osgood's
vicinity, two of his, Gilbert Strout's across from Greely, and the house next to Ralph Brown's.
One time Phil and I were working on my boat at Falmouth Foreside. We got word that the
Cumberland Fair Grounds were afire. We came up so fast that we left the road going over the top of one
hill. Phil never lets me forget that ride, but he got it back on me when at Jimmie Wilson's fire word came
that the Town House was on fire. He gave me a ride that made his ride look tame, only to find that the
smoke was coming from an incinerator.
The siren had a way of freezing up in a sleet storm. One day I took a brand new teakettle of boiling
water from home to thaw it out, only to drop the teakettle down the hose tower and ruining it on the cement
floor.
Another fire I remember before
we had much fire equipment was Frank
Chase's house on the land where Maurice
Small now lives. His son Dana, when
small, lighted a fire in the hay to keep the
horse warm. He did! When Frank tried to
pitch the burning bunk of hay out of the
bard it flamed up and caught the haymow
afire, burning both barn and house.
Other than having all smoky, dirty fires we had some good times. For several years I'd take a
dozen or so of the firemen out in my boat to Jewell Island over a weekend . We sure had fun . Gerald
Packard never took a pillow to sleep on but once. And why the Coast Guard didn't come to see what was
wrong when we flew Dud Merrill's bright red bathing suit from a pole I'll never know.
I was Fire Chief from 1936 to 1942. When the war came I went with the Signal Corps as a Radio
Engineer in The First Service Command . I have many memories of the Fire Department, a wonderful bunch
of fellows. The town is very fortunate to have such a wonderful department now, and has made such good
progress since the old days.
These are a FEW of the incidents that I remember and I hope they will be interesting to you as well
as to record of the early days when there wasn 't much to fight fire with.
After the Volunteer Fire Department was formed we had to have a place to put the new fire truck,
so part of the old town hall was fixed up with cement floor and hot air furnace. Doors were put in the side
and room make for one fire truck, one school bus (which was a new venture at that time and space for a
tractor snow plow for the road department. The town office was still in the east end of the building . Later
on the town office was removed to make room for another fire truck (a tank truck). The fire department
then built a room up over where the office was, the office having been moved to the old Red Men's Hall. In
this new room we held our meetings and had our suppers.
It might be of interest to note that I drove that first school bus, a 1929 Model A Ford with seats
lengthwise on the sides, 40 pupil capacity. I covered the whole town and all schools, including a school at
each end of town and one on Bruce Hill Road. The bus had a 4 ft. extension. The only hard surface road
I travelled was up Morrison's Hill, the rest all dirt roads. Progress has been made in that department also.
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THE
FIRE FIGHTER'S
PRAYER
When I'm called to duty god
Wherever flames may rage
Give me strength to save a life
Whatever be its age

CHAPLAIN
The position of Chaplain of the
Cumberland Fire Department was
initiated by Chief Kenneth Wagner.
The first Chaplain for the Cumberland
Fire Department was Philip Allen , who
served until his untimely passing in
2004. Firefighter Kendall C. (K.C.)
Putnam was subsequently assigned to
that position.
It is the responsibility of the Fire
Department Chaplain to offer comfort
and gu idance to all members and their
families in times of stress and
emergency situations upon request.
The Chaplain also participates in the
funeral services of fallen firefighters .
Sometimes just being there and either
mentally or physically "holding your
hand "is all the comfort that is needed.

Help me to embrace a little child
Before it is too late or save an older person
from
The horror of that fate
Enable me to be alert
To hear the weakest shout
And quickly and efficiently
To put the fire out
I want to fill my calling and
To give the best in me
To guard my neighbor and
Protect his property
And if according to your will
I have to lose my life
Bless with your protecting hand
My children and my wife

13

CHIEF HAROLD
''CAP'' BRAGG
INTERVIEW
Written by Donna L. Miller
Published in the book - "Cumberland, Maine"
In Four Centuries, Compiled and Edited by
Phyllis Sturdivant Sweetser - 197 6

Cumberland did not always have the well-organized volunteer Fire Department that it has today.
During the Town's early days citizens had to rely on the "bucket brigade" if a fire broke out. This was not a
very efficient means to fight fires as the houses were far apart and men and water were frequently scarce.
The first evidence that Cumberland residents were concerned about organized fire protection came
in 1906 with the appropriation of money to buy hydrants for the Foreside Road. In 1910 an article appeared
in the town warrant to buy one or more fire engines and to raise $1 ,000, but the article was defeated. The
people of Cumberland seemed reluctant to commit themselves to an organized fire department. The
residents of Cumberland Foreside joined the people of Falmouth Foreside, forming the Foreside Fire
Department. Cumberland gave this company 300 feet of hose in 1911.
Cumberland's first Fire Warden was elected in 1913. (Before this, men had gone to fires doing the
best they could with no one officially in charge.) Merle F. Willis was the first to serve in that capacity. It
was also voted to purchase some hand fire extinguishers, which were placed around Cumberland Center.
In 1914 the townspeople voted to fix the price of labor for those fighting fires, but the amount was not
specified.
The first elected Fire Chief in Cumberland was Lester Bragg, who served from 1914 until his death
in 1921. During the first few years, Bragg was Fire Chief in name only, as there was very little equipment,
no budget, and no organization of men to head! Then Cumberland finally made a commitment and bought
a fire engine. It was an American LaFrance Fire Equipment Company, Model T Ford with two 35 gallon
chemical tanks. The truck had 100 feet of hose and a short ladder, all for $1 ,400. This truck was housed
in what is now (1973) Wayne Merrill's stable, 279 Main St.
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Town Meeting in 1921 brought the appropriation of $100 for the Fire Department. The first fire
station was built that year. It was a metal building, built beside the old Blacksmith Shop, near the present
Congregational Parsonage. This one car garage cost $340 to construct. The Fire Chief was given a salary ·
of $50/year in 1922, but there was no organized Fire Department in the Center or West Cumberland.
Nineteen hundred twenty-eight was a landmark year for the cause of fire protection in Cumberland.
Eighteen men met in the kitchen of Cumberland Congregational Church Vestry. They voted to form a
volunteer company, drew up by-laws, and elected officers. The Chief, Gilbert
Strout had been elected at Town Meeting, so the men chose Gerald Packard,
1st assistant, Harold Bragg, Clerk/Treasurer. The people of Middle Road and
Tuttle Road disbanded their private hose company organized in 1923 and joined
with the new organization. A new truck was bought in 1928 at a cost of $2,500.
The truck bought in 1921 was sent to Chebeague. Until this time Chebeague
had only a portable fire pump which was given to the Island in 1922. This truck
was housed near the present Island Hall. It was a welcomed addition to
Chebeague, for like the Mainland nearly every major fire had been a total loss
before the advent of modern firefighting equipment. In 1928 half of the old
Cumberland Town Hall was converted into a Fire Station, and the Cumberland
Center Water Company was formed, placing small hydrants in strategic positions in the Center.
The Cumberland Fire Department, finally organized, began to grow every year.
developed for firefighting in various sections of the town.

Plans were

Prior to this time, the Foreside had the only water system in town. In the early days, the rest of the
town relied on water from wells, and cisterns in their cellars which were not very reliable in the event of a
very large fire. Former Chief "Cap" Bragg remembers one such fire. "The Fire Department had a plan A,
which was to go into action should a fire break out in the Center. The plan was to make use of a large
cistern full of water, under the workshop in Arno Chase's Greenhouse. As soon as the fire started, a pump
was to be hooked up to the cistern-well. You can guess where the first fire was - in Arno Chase's
Greenhouse. There wasn't anybody putting a pump in there, I'll tell you! That was the first one to burn in
that area, but we saved the rest of the village. They were 'bout ready to vacate the Post Office, and the
Telephone Operators thought for sure that they would be burned out"
In 1936 there were 36 alarms.
The Fire Department saw the need for a
better water supply in the Center, so a
Fire Pond was built off Main Street. That
same year a combination pumper and
hose wagon was added, so the Town
sent the 1928 truck to Chebeague.
The West Cumberland section of
Town felt that they needed better fire
protection than a central Fire Station
Engine 1, 1936
could provide. The people of this area
built their own fire station with volunteer labor, and raised money to purchase a truck, all at no cost to the
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Town. West Cumberland also acquired a resuscitator that year. This was an important addition for West
Cumberland because of many near drownings at Forest Lake in that area of the town.
Nineteen hundred and forty-seven was the year of the fire crises in Maine. In many communities
every able bodied man was needed to fight fires. Cumberland bought two government surplus fire engines
for about $2,500 each. Mainland Cumberland was spared any major fires that year, but Chebeague was
not as lucky. A fire started on the end of Deer Point; government barracks quickly burned and the fire
spread through the dry evergreens and headed for the settlement on the West End. Luckily Town meeting
in 1946 had passed a warrant providing for the purchase of engine #6 for Chebeague, which was a great
help in fighting the blaze. The fire was out of control for two days. Nearly every man on Chebeague battled
the blaze saving the occupied houses from certain destruction. Two and one-half acres burned, but no real
damage to personal property occurred . Another fire truck was bought for Chebeague in 1949. After the
fire in 1947 the Town realized that the Island must have adequate equipment, as there were no other
companies available to help in a major disaster. The Island fire house had been moved (several years
before) to a renovated building on what is now Firehouse Avenue. With the purchase of these new trucks,
an addition had to be made to the existing structure.

Until 1952 the Mainland alarm system had been sounded by the telephone operator in Town. When
there was a fire she would have a continuous ring-ring-ring on each party line to alert the people to a fire.
They would all answer, she would give the location of the fire, and continue with the same system on the
rest of the lines. Extra power was needed to keep up with the constant ring . "Cap" Bragg remembers, as
a boy, turning a hand generator to get enough power for the alarm. Even after a siren was added, the
Telephone Operator still provided this important service. The dial telephone came to Cumberland in 1952,
replacing the operator, so the Red Network system was started . This rang the alarm in the home of several
firemen , and their wives would call the other men giving the location of the fire. Today, Cumberland has a
dispatcher, Janet Bragg, who goes on the air and transmits to radios place in the homes of many firemen
the location of the fire. An air horn is also used to alert those firemen who are not a home when a fire
breaks out.
Cumberland got its first real standard type fire truck in 1956. In 1957 West Cumberland got a new
fire engine. The property adjoining the old town hall (the Central Fire Station) was bought in 1962.
Construction was then begun on the present Fire House. It was several years before the old building was
completely demolished, and the project completed. The West Cumberland Fire Station on the Blackstrap
Road was constructed in 1963, and the Central Fire Station received a new fire engine. That year the
Cumberland Water District merged with Portland, which lowered Cumberland's fire insurance.
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Chebeague got a new fire truck in 1972. This engine was purchased at a cost of $19,000, a far cry
from the early days of rejects. The Island Fire House houses two fire trucks and a Rescue Unit.
Cumberland residents have continued to support better fire equipment for the Town . The Town's
three fire stations are in good shape. The volunteer firemen meet frequently to practice and keep the
equipment in A-1 condition. The last total loss on the Mainland was the John Raven house on Middle Road
in 1955, and the Island hasn't had a total loss since Brewer's Store burned in 1959.
The Fire Department serves a social function as well as a necessary part of municipal government.
The once-a-month suppers are still held at all the fire houses, although
the price has increased somewhat from the 30 cents "Cap" Bragg
remembers in the early days. Greely High School still has an auxiliary
that has aided in many a fire . Few towns are lucky enough to have such
skilled young men in their high schools.

Schou/ lire 1Jepartme11t
Left to nghr: Mike Wallac e. Fre ddy Osgood, Donnie Rawnsley, George Small, Howard Kennedy, Dave Gallowa}
Marshall Ashley, and C harles Temple .
Our School Fire Department was organized by Chief Harold Bragg of the Cumberland Fire Department with its
purpose of assisting a ll students from the building dur ing the fire drills. Chief Bragg a lso appoi nted George Smal
School Chief, and Fredd y Osgood, Auxiliary Chief.
Members or the School Fire Department 3lso belong to the C umberland Fire Deparnnent. When the siren
wails, the boys, with books still left open, rush out of class, and into the ha ll. Instead of the "no mouing iu
hall " law, there should be one reading ··Speed Limit 25 MPH,·· lo slow the boys down. On they rush, usually
coatless to a waiting car --the first one to be found--and off the y go with the spin of tires, racing to the Fire Bar

The Explorers
In
1997,
the
Fire
Explorer
Department
Program ended the High
School Fire Department
Auxiliary. The Explorer
Program was a more indepth
and
active
program that involved
those in the program
with other civic activities
to add to their firefighting
To
help
education.
finance their program,
in
they
participated
numerous fund raising
activities such as car
washes and food sales.
Parent leaders guided
them, and assisted in
creating these activities.

The sc hool's ma ny thanks go to our School Fire Depanmem for their efforrs in fire prevention.

Photo and J1JJite-11p jivm 1958 'The Shield'' - Gree!)' High Sd1ool's.J1earbook
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TRAINING TOMORROW'S
FIREFIGHTERS
The department offers a student live-in program for six students. This program offers housing to
students enrolled in either fire science or paramedicine at Southern Maine Community College by living at
one of our two fire stations. These students live at our stations free of charge while providing the community
with emergency responses while they are at the station . The students must fulfill pre-determined minimum
shift coverage at both stations, with no compensation, in return for the housing agreement. This program
provides the students with real life emergency fire and medical experiences by assisting our on-duty
firefighter/paramedics, as well as our other on-call members, during training and emergency responses.

Whitman House - Student Housing
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WE CONTRIBUTE TO THE
TOWN WE SERVE BY...
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Participating in the USA American Flag project along Main Street on Patriotic Holidays,
Heading up the Memorial Day Parade,
Conducting fire and disaster drills in schools,
Providing fire safety inspections on all new building construction and existing businesses,
Offering wellness checks for residents with medical problems,
Teaching CPR/AED and first aid classes to residents ,
Lending durable medical equipment to those in need ,
Arranging prescheduled emergency ambulance transport when ordered by a physician ,
Providing a reassurance program for any resident of Cumberland who lives along,
Installing child and infant car seats,
Participating in the "Toys for Tots" program through Fire Fighters for Kids,
Being certified by the State of Maine as a Heart Safe Community,
Hosting an Open House during Fire Prevention Week,
Escorting Greely sports teams when winning a State event,
Transporting Santa to the Merrill Memorial for the lighting of the Town 's Christmas tree,
Selling Christmas trees,
Hosting birthday parties, Boy and Girl Scout meetings and .. .
Providing Fire Police traffic control for emergency and scheduled events
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LADIES' AUXILIARY
Until 1970 there was no organized Ladies' Auxiliary for the Fire Department. Previous to that time,
in the event of a large fire occurring, there would be phone calls made and soon sandwiches, cookies, and
drinks would start to appear at the Stations to be delivered to the men at the fire. Under the direction of
Chief Maurice Small, Captain Marshall Wagner
became the liaison with the wives and daughters of
the firemen to help establish a more formal group.
They also helped establish guidelines and by-laws to
negate the hit-or-miss method that was in place
before.
The Log Cabin Store on Blanchard Road
agreed to be the contact, day or night, for someone to
call them and collect bread, sandwich fillings, drinks,
and whatever else was required to fill the need of those battling the blaze or other long-term emergency.
Monthly meetings were arranged for the ladies to meet, and Hope Foster was elected as the first President.
Meetings ranged in venue from establishing precedents to creating crafts for hospitals or other charitable
organizations. Each woman in the Auxiliary was issued a small lapel badge, and each one who served as
President was given a gold lapel badge with a gavel attached, and her name and date of office etched on
the back. The group disbanded in the mid 1990's.

CUMBERLAND FIRE
DISPATCHING SERVICE
Written by Retired Chief Philip A. Chase
In the beginning, a few men who lived near the center of town, and who were interested in protecting
their property from fire, bought a fifty gallon chemical tank. The tank was mounted on two wheels, and they
hauled it around by hand. The first piece of equipment bought by the Town of Cumberland was a Model T
Ford truck with two chemical tanks and a small amount of hand equipment. Lester Bragg was Fire Chief,
as he had been a member of the Portland Fire Department. As he lived in the center of town the fire truck
was kept in his barn. After his death a small metal building was built near the Congregational Church to out
the fire engine in.
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In 1928 a group of the town's men decided to form a Volunteer Fire Department. Edward (Ned)
Bragg was named Chief, as he was the son of the former chief. Kenneth Chase was assistant chief. There
eighteen charter members. One of them was Harold (Cap) Bragg who later served as chief for many years.
During the early days of
the Fire Department, if anyone
needed to report a fire, they
would
call
the
telephone
operator.
She
acted
as
dispatcher. She would put out a
series of short rings on the
telephone, which the firemen,
and everyone else in town,
learned to recognize as the
alarm for a fire. Then she would
tell them where the fire was. In
those days everyone was on a
party line. There was no question
as to what equipment to send to
the fire, because there was only
one fire truck. If anyone in the
excitement forgot to tell the telephone operator where the fire was, she would know by what line the call
came in on, and by the person's voice. Everyone knew everybody in those days.
Around 1932 a siren was purchased and put on top of the Town Hall. This was a wooden building
on the site of the present Central Fire Station. The button to operate the siren was put in the telephone
office. So when a person had a fire to report he still called the telephone operator. She activated the siren
and called the chief to tell him the place and type of fire. The siren was tested at 12:00 noon and 5:00 p. m.
every day. This system of dispatching worked very well for many years, as all the firemen lived within
hearing distance of the siren.
In 1936 the Town of Cumberland bought the first new, real, ready-made fire truck, a Ford V-9 with
a built in pump, ladders, etc. They had to have a place to put it, so the Town Hall was remodeled. It was
made to hold all the vehicles the town owned: one fire truck, one snow plow,
and one school bus. This system of dispatching worked very well until the dial
system of telephones came in. This new telephone system came in during
the 1950's. Harold (Cap) Bragg was chief at the time. When this new system
was installed the local telephone offices with their friendly operators went out.
The new system called the "Red Network" was installed. To report a fire, the
people would still call 5211 , but wait for the telephone to ring three times. The
fire chief and all the captains had a "red phone" in their homes. These phones
were actually red in color, but they had no dial, so it was impossible to call
out on that phone, and occupy the line. If your husband was the captain of a
fire truck you were expected to stay home to answer the "Red Phone". When
someone dialed 5211, the phone rang in about six homes. So six people
picked up a phone. If the chief was home, he answered and found out where
21

the fire was. He then told the
captains' wives which trucks he would
send, and he ran off to the fire. Then
the captain's wife of the trucks to be
sent to the fire called her list of
assigned to that fire truck on her
regular phone and told them of the
fire. If the Fire Chief was not at home
to answer the Captain of Engine II or
Ill answered and so on down the line.
If no firemen were on the "Red
Phone" then the Captain of Engine l's
wife or Engine ll's wife & so on down
the line answered and did the talking,
and decided what trucks to be sent. If the captain's wife wanted to be away from the house she called some
other captain's wife to "check out" to her. If a fire call came in while she was away, the woman she had
checked out to had to call two lists of firemen, maybe twenty firemen. In those days you really felt you were
helping the Fire Department. This system lasted for thirteen years on the mainland, and a few more years
than that on Chebeague Island. With changing times it became more difficult to find women who were
willing to stay at home day in and day out throughout the year to babysit the "red Phone" for $25.00 a year.
During this time 2-way radios were installed in the fire trucks and a base station in the fire station. The base
radio was installed in what had been the Town walk-in safe. By this time Central Station had been enlarged
to hold four fire trucks and a rescue unit. The snow plow and school bus had been moved out. The town
office had been moved to what is now the Historical Society building on Blanchard Road. Herbert Foster,
Sr. was Town Clerk. When he heard the siren blow he would jump in his car and drive to the fire station to
operate the base radio station. This would so the trucks would have someone to contact if they needed
something.
In 1966 when Philip Chase became Fire
Chief the method of alerting firemen was
changed to a real dispatcher system. The
Town of Cumberland contracted with a
homemaker to man the telephone 24
hours a day, seven days a week in her
home. This person was Mrs. Edward
(Janet) Bragg of 280 Main St. To report a
fire on the Mainland as on Chebeague
Island a person would dial 5211 as
before. Janet would answer the phone
and get the information. Then she would
hang up and go to the radio and tell the
firemen what trucks or rescue were to
answer the call based on guidelines
made by the fire chief. After a short time
North Yarmouth asked Janet to dispatch
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for their town also. Janet had the controls in her home for blowing the siren and later on the air horn for
Central Station and the siren for West Cumberland Station. Monitor radios were issued to the firemen so
they would hear the radio call that Janet gave. Janet had a two-way radio to have direct contact with the
fire trucks including Chebeague Island. She also had contact with the surrounding towns, as they do today,
in case mutual aid was needed. As by this time all towns in the area had full radio coverage.
Janet did the dispatching 24 hours a day seven days a week with only four hours off when a
substitute would come in once a week.
In 1982 when Kenneth Wagner was Fire Chief changing times caught up with the Fire Department
again . He felt that Cumberland should go to a more modern system of dispatching equipment and contacted
the Town of Yarmouth to do the dispatching for Cumberland . In a short time North Yarmouth Fire
Department was dispatched by Yarmouth.

FIRE ALARM

Since July 2008, all

Cumbedand Fire Department

dispatch calls come

TO REPORT A FIRE

Dial 8 2 9- 5 211

from the Cumberland

Your Box Numbor Is

County Regional
Communications Center

firs.f blon denote1 tn,;i:ne.

1-Erw.iine l
5 - Ge ntro l Ala rm
2 -Enginc 2
6-Engint 5
3-Engin o 3
7-fngint 7
4 - · Enginn l ord 3
l
RtKVI!' Unit - no box. number

aox Nuwm
4

6
11
12
13
14

OriU

Ovt' or 10 .... ~

Roult 88, Fa lmouth lire to Tv11le Rood
Wildwood
Roule 88, YormoU"Th lint to Tufllt Road

lntcn ate 95

15 U. S. Route: :;¢1
16 Middle Rood, Fo!moulh Unc to Tuttle Rood
17 Midd le Rood, \'utmouth li nt 10 Tutti• Rood

FI-YUH! Fl-YUH!
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21

23

Ha rm Rood

Tutl lt Rood

Elcrt"cnto ry ~th oc l

24 E. K. S'!tteehe r Sc;hool
2S Gruly Road, Mein SUett to M;ddlc Rood
2& Moin SlrC'fl, Grce-ly Rood to Pinewood Drive
21 Mai" Strut, Pint'Wood Orivt to 1he Monument
31 Gretly Junror High School and Gygtr Gym
3l GrHly High School
JJ
l4

JS
36

Moin Sufff, tho Monul'T"tn: to Falmouth line
Winn Road

Rongo Rood fEost l, Cumb.rlond Junction To #430
Runge Rood (Wesl). ~430 to Roule 100
41 Bruce Hill Rocid, Sloneho<d Rood to Folmoul h l int
42 Blc111(.ho1d Rood, Main StrHt to lruc.e Hi ll Road
43 Greely Rood E.it., Main Street to Bruce Hill Road
4' Volley Road and Bruce Hill Rood, Blondiord Road
lo Grufy Rood
45 Blanchard Rood, Bruc.t ~ i ll Rood to Orchc rd Rood
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Janet Bragg, wife of Retired Fire Chief Edward N. (Ned) Bragg dispatched the
Cumberland Fire Department's emergency calls from a remodeled anteroom in their home
in the center of Cumberland. At some point during her dispatching years, a relative of
theirs owned a parrot. This relative was in process of moving and could not take this
exquisite bird with them, so asked Ned and Janet if they would take ownership of it. Being
devout animal lovers, they could not refuse this request, considering that the relative,
daughter of Ned's, had no other alternative. The parrot became part of the Bragg
household, and was very well tended to, as was expected. After a few dispatches that
Janet made, a rather startling event occurred one day. A call came in , and as per standard
operating procedure, Janet answered , took down the information , went to the radio and
started the dispatch . Suddenly, in the background , with all fire department monitors
listening in, came another declaration , ~loud , ~clear, and with a~ strong Maine
accent, from the parrot, announcing ,"Fl-YUH!! Fl-YUH!!" Upon that, Janet decided that
the second move of the standard operating procedure had to be covering the parrot's cage
until the call was completed. Where else but in Cumberland?

46 Cu111betkind fo 'r Cround1
47 Orchard Rood and Whirr.ty Rood
51 Mill Rood
52 SUlirs Rood
SJ Routti I 00, folmouth Une 10 Range Rood
54 Roult I 00, Rof\Qt Road to SkiL1ns Rood
SS Methodist Rood, Route 100 lo Turnpike
61 Route l 00, Skill:n1 Rood to Gray lino
62 ) loclc strop Rood
63 Methodis! Rood, 81ocbtrap to Turnpika

64

Ma ine Turr:p1kt

71 Forest lake Roads
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I

CUMBERLAND STATIONS

WILDWOOD
PARI<
DEPARTMENT
Provided f::y '1Vildivood, the Slo-t]! of a Neighborhood" !::J1 JVenq'y L jqy, Bil! Dill, Betts Gon~y mu!Bec~y_Qt1i11!an

Because of the drought and fires of 1947, Wildwood residents created the Wildwood Park Fire
Department, which consisted of a portable fire hose that was located on a trailer and was hand carried to
fires_ Women of the area were the daytime fire watchers and the men took over at night. They diligently
kept an eye out for sparks, cigarette butts or any other potential fire danger_ This constant gathering and
watching became "a good excuse for a penny-ante poker game:· Today, on the Fourth of July, the residents
have their biggest community event of the year_ Residents plan and organize a celebration for everyone in
the Park, Engine 3 of the Cumberland Fire Department leads a parade down Wildwood Boulevard, there
are games and contests on the reserve, a cookout and picnic in the evening and finished off by a gun salute
and Taps _

CHEBEAGUE ISLAND
STATION
IFas a pati of 01tnberla11d's 1:-'tre Department 1mti!f11!y 1. 2007
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EMERGENCY
MEDICAL
SERVICES
The town did not have a formal way to treat medical conditions so in 1957 a used ambulance was
purchased and citizens were trained to become emergency medical service providers. Fire Chief Harold
Bragg worked with the department staff to create this vehicle's readiness and the unit was identified as
Rescue 1. During the first year the unit responded to 36 calls compared to more than 750 medical
emergencies that we now manage per year.
A second ambulance was added to the department to provide medical care on Chebeague Island.
The trained Emergency Medical Technicians would provide on-scene assessment with the equipment
provided in the unit. When further care was required, beyond the scope of service on the island, the
ambulance would transport the patient to the ferry service and then would be met by the mainland unit who
would then transport the subject to the hospital. As there was not a hearse on Chebeague Island, many
times the ambulance was utilized to assist with the movement of deceased individuals to their final resting
places.
In 1991, the medical care portion of the department was removed from the fire department and
made into its own service. The Rescue Department was a town
service that was led by Chief Christopher Bolduc, who was an EMTParamedic. During the next several years the department would add
a third ambulance at the West Cumberland Station to help with the
ever increasing number of medical emergencies. Additionally, as
Cumberland and the area towns were requiring more and more
medical assistance a regional paramedic "fly car" program was
created . The paramedic would monitor the radio frequencies of the
towns that were collectively funding the positions and would
immediately respond upon a medical emergency being dispatched to provide advance levels of medical
care.
In 2009 the Rescue Department was reunified with the Fire Department to utilize on-duty staff who
are required to have both fire and medical qualifications. This staff responds with the appropriate type of
fire or medical apparatus to all types of incidents. Present day there is always a firefighter/paramedic and
a firefighter/EMT on duty. Whereas medical calls average over 2/3 of our emergencies the two on duty
staff are assigned to the ambulance and average leaving the station within ninety seconds.
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Present day there are three ambulances operated by the
department. The primary ambulance, that is staffed 24
hours per day, is located at Central Station on Tuttle
Road . The two other ambulances are housed at the West
Cumberland Station and are used both as back up units
for concurrent medical emergencies as well as to cover
planned events where medical emergencies are a
possibility.
This coverage includes events at the
Cumberland Fair Grounds and most athletic events held
on the school campus, Twin Brooks Recreational Facility
and the West Cumberland Athletic Field .

Did you know that in
1936 ...

Cumberland was the first Red Cross hrst Aid
Station in Maine?

O!'/Ll' Sll,500 TO GO-Tile Cumberland Lions Club
hns marte the first contribution to the fund raising
drive of the Cumberland Fire Department Rescue
Unit. Dr. William E. Wyatt, left, mcmb r or tne
Rescue Squad, and fire Cltier Maurice W. Small,
center, accept a check ror ssoo rront Maurice J.
Chabot, Lions Club secretary. Door-to-door solicitation ror the r•'t or the Sl2,000 needed to purchase a vehlcle speclf1cally designed for l'Pocue
'Work will be1?in Dec. 7. A st' lion wn on ll Il·h
~tretcher 'erves as the presenL rescue vehicle.
(Hutchinson Photo)

rudcT~f~:!:!:~;~~~{r~:~· 01t~~,~~o~!i 11~i,a~~=~. ~~~- g:~:~· F~::;cl~~'.~~~~.,~~ac~~~~~.~~:;

~:rc\k

;.li~;::!t~~~,~~;<>~~l~ow.

St1aw.

row. Mn. '1-1crm.an Swe cu ir, Mr ,. 11-hude Me r rill, Mi u Janot Collin s, Miu Mildred Farwell,

Gc<irg• Burgen.
~ddi.: Boldnc.

Dudl ey Mcrnll , !-1.iro\U M. Ho••, Kctmdh Ch uc,

W;s!c ~·

E ~ck row, Guy Burndl, S . S. ). Porttr, Wallace E. Brown, Ernot Ra11d,
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL
SERVICES OVER THE
YEARS
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CUMBERLAND
FIRE POLICE
The Cumberland Fire Police Unit is a division within the Cumberland Fire Department and is
charged with traffic control duty at emergency scenes as well as traffic control at major scheduled town
events such as Election Day and high school graduation day.
Fire Police members are all trained to meet the Maine state standard required of all flaggers.
Members are issued equipment including traffic cones, reflective vests and lighting equipment to help keep
them and the public as safe as possible. The unit frequently serves as a critical point of contract between
the fire department and the citizens of Cumberland and vicinity.
A well trained Fire Police unit helps to free up members of the police department and also helps
fire and EMS apparatus to more efficiently navigate in and near emergency scenes. While Fire Police
members can respond to all emergency calls, they are most typically found at motor vehicle accidents,
structure fires and severe weather events.
The Fire Police Unit proudly traces its origin to two men. Former Fire Chief George Small and
former Fire Captain Bud Knight started directing traffic at emergency scenes because they saw that there
was a need. Traffic management isn't the most glamorous job in the world but these men stepped up and
did it without fanfare because somebody needed to. In 2001 the unit became official, becoming formally
known as the Fire Police Unit. Today the unit consists mostly of Cumberland firefighters who have
transitioned to serve the town in this capacity. Although the Fire Police Unit is the "youngster" in the 100year-old Cumberland Fire Department, its ten members cumulatively have over 200 years offire department
experience.
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TRAINING AND MORE
TRAINING

ENGINES
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1OOTH CELEBRATION

-----

-
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TO LEARN MORE ABOUT
THE CUMBERLAND FIRE
DEPARTMENT
• Stop by the Cumberland Fire Department, located at 366 Tuttle Road
in Cumberland .
• Stop by the Cumberland Historical Society, located at 49A Blanchard
Road in Cumberland
•

Like both the Cumberland Fire Department and the Cumberland
Historical Society pages on Facebook:
Facebook.com/cum berlandmai nefi redepartment

and
Facebook.com/cumberlandhistoricalsociety
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Cumberland Salvage Inc.
207-829-5021
800-479-5020

40 Blackstrap Road
W. Cumberland, ME 04021
Fax: 207-829-4463
E-Mail: CumbSalvage@gmail.com

www .cum berla ndsalvageinc.com

GUARANTEED USED AUTO PARTS

TERRY N. SNOW
Attorney at Law
Law office of Terry N. Snow, P.A.

249 Main St.

PO Box 275
Cumberland, ME 04021

Tel: {207) 829-6363
Fax: {207) 829-4481
Email: TSnowlaw@maine.rr.com

UNCLE DON 'S

SPURWINI< COUNTRY
I<ITCHEN
ISO Spur"" ink Road, Scarborough, Maine 0407 4
Established 1955
1

DONALD B . D REW
'UNCLE DO "

Mailing:
1~0.

Box 252

C~ urnberland

Ctr., ME 04021

(207) 799-1J77

"Conifort Food in a C'ountJJI Setting"

CRICKET'S CORNER SHOPPE
"The place that makes your house a home"
Doll Houses - Miniatures - Christmas Collectibles & Gifts
Fine Gifts, Pottery &Maine Products
Everything Under One Roof

Route 302
1223 Roosevelt Trail
P.O. Box 1223
Raymond, ME 04071

"Uncle Don"
(207) 655-4544

SME
-

--

Sevee & Maher Engineers, Inc.
-~

-~-

~-

-MV IRONtv1E NTA1 . c1v1, . G OT CHf\l lCA • \/VAT R .
1

co rv1P

IA NC E

4 Blanchard Roa d, PO Box 8 SA, Cum ber lan d Ce nter, t·l1aine 0 021
Pho ne 70 7. 879. 'J 0 16 • Fax 70 /. 8 79. 697 • IN 1Nvv.smem a1 e. on

258 Main Street I YARMOUTH
207-846-5555 I Hancocklumber.com

Lucinda's Day Spa
Congratulates

The C11n1berla11d Fire Departme11t
on One Hundred Years of Dedicated Service
and KeepiI1g our Co1nn1unity Safe. ~---

Many Tl1anks and Much ,G ratitude!

1UCI DA'S DAY
263

SPA ~~~

S ROUTE ONE

C :tv1BERIAND FORESIDE
207 .829.3100
,.,1"\.vvv-..lucindasdayspa.com
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1V1anicure - Pedicure - nlerape-tttk !vlassage - Facials - \Vaxing

MICHAEL A. FROST, D.M.D.

JI

[/ ---1~~JC j

Gentle Dentistry
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INSURANCE
PO Box 318 - Cumberland, ME 04021

207-829-6393
P.O. Box 207

323 Main Street
b
- O402 1
Cum erIand, Mame
207-829-5511

www.averil!ins.com

Congratulations to the
Cumberland Fire Department
on their 1ooth Anniversary.
Thank you for your dedicated service in
protecting our families, friends, and clients.
Marilyn J. Matthews {-- Susan J. Copp
Karen W . Gallati {-- Kathleen M . Joy

Congratulations on your 100th Anniversary!

cUt.'BERLANo
FIRE

Thank you for your dedicated
service to our town.
And for your ongoing commitment
to teach our youth important
fire safety skills and provide
life lessons about the
importance of community service.

BURGESS
ADVERTISING
@MARKETING

~---- Laser Surgery

Center - - - - -

or. Charles Perkins, VMD
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•
•
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Dog and Cat Boarding
Ooggie Daycare
Self service Dog Wash
Full Service Groomer
Pet Food and Supplies

172 Gray Road

Cumberland, ME 04021
Phone; 207-829-4090
Fax:
207-829-4091

www.westsideah .co:m
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Allied

Outstanding A gents.
O utstan Jin g Results.
REAL10K

@

909 Roosevelt Trail
Windh am, ME 04062
Office: (207 ) 892-2214
Cell: (207) 329-4495
Web : www.alliedmaine .co111
Email : gtu rn er1@maine.rr.com
Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Storey

~Brothers~
EXCAVATING

Office 829-4282 • Fax· 829-4224 • tstoreyb@maine. rr . com
215 Middle Road• Cumberland, Maine 04021

Congratulations to
The Cumberland Fire Department
For 100 Years of Dedicated Service
To
The Citizens of the Town of Cumberland

Thank you for your service.
George and Carolyn Small

c\lMBERLANo
FIRE

COPP 1\tlOTORS
24 Hour Heavy
Towing & Reco\rery
Ron Copp Jr.
24 Hours
207-829-3843

187 Gray Roatl
Cumberland, ME 04021

Cell: 207-329-3423
Fax: 207-829 -6825

100°/o Guaranteed Used Cars

Operating in the Town of Cumberland for
six generations

St.Clair
Associates

Land Surveying and Civil Engineering

C~atulat:~t'o-~C~~ flY€/

Vepart~ o-rv 100 yeav¥ of ~~to-~
TowvvofC~~!

The Grover Families would like to express our sincere appreciation and
gratitude to all the past, current and future personnel of the Cumberland
Fire Rescue Department for outstanding devotion to the Cumberland
Community. Thankyou.

Serving Southern & Central Maine for Over 42 Years!

Susan Taylor Grover
18 Years of Service
82 Doughty Road - North Yarmouth, Maine
P.O. Box 307 -Cumberland, Maine 04021
Tel: 829-3373 Fax: 829-5502
www.ahgroverinc.com

Home

8f'carden

SHOWP !.~C E"

Grow a Greener Garden
BRUNSWICK, CUMBERLAND, FAl.Jl\OUTH

207-829-5619
800-348-8498

201 Gray Rood, Cumberland,. ME 04021

ski llinscumberland@maine.rr.com

207-829-5360 (Fox)

sk.i llin,s .com

CC9NGRA TULATIVNS
t'o--£hetCUMBERLANV FIRE DEPARTMENT
for

~~t'o--Ciunberlaruifor

100 yecu--~
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Skillins has been a family business founded by Alexander "Pa" Skillins in
1885. Five generations later, we are "growing" strong.

Insured
Install & Repair:
Sewage Pumps
Sump Pumps
Vater Pumps
Hydraulic Pump
Pullel1

Lie #07603
l\Te,l\iT Construction

' 1

829-5042

Remodeling
Repairs
V\later Heaters
Seasonal Winterizing
Heating Systems

David Small
198 Gray Road, Cumberland, Mai11e 04021

Fax: 829-9122

David J. Small, a resident of Cumberland for 50 years, a
lifetime member of the Cumberland Fire Department, and
business owner in the town since 1992, would like to
congratulate the Cumberland Fire Department on its 1
anniversary.

oath

Congratulations on 100 years
of dedicated service to the
residents of Cumberland!
Patriot Insurance Company has been proudly insuring local
homes and businesses against fire losses since 2002.
Thank you to Cumberland Fire Department
for being the first to respond in time of need.

~PATRIOT
~ INSURANCE
iilllCOMPANY®
A MEMBER OF FRANKENMUTH I NSURANCE

www. patri oti nsuranceco.co m

